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Luke 3:15-17,21-22  

Jesus came for you 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

We're in that odd time in early January where we don't expect much to happen. 

Christmas is done. New Year's celebrations are done. For most people harvest is done. 

And we're not yet ready to think about Australia Day or the start of a new school year. 

For the church, though, we've entered the season of Epiphany. The word 'epiphany' 

means to reveal or to show plainly. The day of Epiphany is always 6th January, the day 

after the conclusion of the 12 days of Christmas. And the day of Epiphany, and the 

Sundays after, continue on from the Christmas message of the birth of the saviour. 

Epiphany is about Christ Jesus being shown as Saviour for the whole world. The day 

of Epiphany itself marks the visit of the Magi, the gentile astronomers from the East. 

Then today we have the baptism of Jesus, where the voice from heaven declares that 

he is God's beloved Son. And the next few Sundays continue this same theme until 

the last Sunday before Lent, which is always Transfiguration, when Jesus is shown in 

glory before his time of suffering. 

So, in this context of Jesus being shown to the whole world as the promised Messiah, 

as the saviour, the lamb of God who would take away our sins, we have Jesus being 

baptised. If we think about our understanding of baptism, it's not actually something 

we would expect from Jesus. He is holy and righteous in every way, and doesn't need 

to repent, doesn't need to have any sins forgiven. 

But let's step back a moment to the crowds that had witnessed John baptising in the 

desert. They had certain expectations too. They expected the promised Messiah. We 

have evidence that people believed the prophecies of Daniel were now complete, and 

it was time for the prince, the anointed one, the Messiah, to come and deliver God's 

people. And now here was John, preaching in the power of the Spirit, dressed and 

living like a prophet of old. It's no surprise that people thought the Messiah had come. 

But John is not the Messiah, and he plainly says as much. 

From John, we get our first clue as to why Jesus was baptised. John tells the 

questioning crowd that Jesus’ baptism will be different, and Jesus will baptise 

differently. We will know the true Messiah has come by how they baptise. John says, 

"I baptise you with water; but... he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire." 
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Now the first thing to note is that baptism is a Greek word that just means washing. 

It's usually a ritual washing, but it implies the use of water, and so it's really 

unnecessary to say that you're baptising with water. If someone says they're going to 

wash their hands, you would assume water is involved, unless they give you reason 

to think otherwise. So, for John to say that he baptises with water, what we should 

understand is that he's emphasising that it's just water. We know a baptism uses 

water, and in this case nothing else. 

So, John baptises with just water, but Jesus baptises with extra things, with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. This points to Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 

believers, but also to the refining fire that shows the genuineness of our faith. And for 

our baptisms, this is a reminder that we are given the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of our 

inheritance. Every Christian baptism is a miracle of the Holy Spirit, and we should 

rejoice at each and every one. 

John is making the point that he's not delivering this sort of baptism. He's not the 

Messiah, his baptisms are not on the level of a miracle. Instead, John is pointing to 

the one who is more powerful than he. John says, " I am not worthy to untie the thong 

of his sandals." The crowds had gathered around this prophet in the wilderness, but 

he was weak and insignificant in face of the coming One. The one who was mightier 

and more powerful—so powerful that John did not even consider himself qualified to 

touch him and serve him in the manner of a slave. At that time, it was a slave's duty 

to do the dirty job of untying a visitors sandals caked with dust and sweat from 

walking the roads of Galilee and Judea. No Israelite could be required to do this for 

another Israelite as it was considered too lowly a position. But John says that 

compared to Jesus, he is lower than even that. 

This great statement of the power and majesty of Jesus sets up an expectation of 

Jesus being above and beyond the needs of this world. But this very encounter shows 

us the truth of who Jesus is. Because Jesus comes and receives the same baptism as 

the crowds. John understands that he is the Messiah sent by God and yet Jesus puts 

himself in the same position as the people in the crowd. This is what we celebrated 

at Christmas. This is Immanuel; this is what it means that God is with us. This is what 

it means that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

The baptism of the sinless and righteous Son of God by John in the Jordan itself 

signifies Jesus' solidarity with sinners. Yes, Jesus' true divine identity is confirmed 

when the voice from heaven speaks, but the nature of his role as Messiah is shown as 

he participates in our life, receives the baptism of repentance that we need even 

though he doesn't. Jesus lives our life, and in the years to come, he will die our death. 
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When talking about his death, his crucifixion, we regularly say, "Jesus died for you". 

But we'll leave that for Lent and Easter time. In Epiphany, we can say, "Jesus lives for 

you." Jesus, who is born in Bethlehem, who is praised by angels and shepherds, who 

is worshipped by gentiles from far-off lands, who is revealed as the only begotten Son 

of the Father, lives for you. He lives a holy and righteous life for you. He lives in 

accordance with the Father's will for you. He receives a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins for you. 

All this that he has done for you is received through your own baptisms which unite 

you with Jesus. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we receive the benefits of his life. We 

have celebrated his birth at Christmas, and now we celebrate his life for us as the 

revealed Messiah and Son of God. We rejoice that his perfect life covers our own. We 

rejoice that his innocent death on a cross pays the price of our death. And we give 

thanks to God that the Saviour has come to us to redeem us and to make us his own, 

giving us the Holy Spirit and renewing us every day as we grow to be more and more 

like him. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


