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2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

My grace is sufficient for you 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

This past week has shown us yet again that we humans don't have anywhere near as 

much control over the world as we would like to think. As we face new and rather 

more interesting restrictions to combat the pandemic, one has to wonder when this 

will all stop. The proper answer is never. As long as life in this fallen world continues, 

there will always be something that reminds us of our mortality, always something 

that the human race will strive to overcome because we can't cope with not being in 

control. 

The challenge for we Christians is to continue to proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ into 

all this. We'll eventually get to a point where we can say that the Covid-19 Pandemic 

is over. But there'll be something else. Lots of other things probably. All reminding us 

that we will and cannot ever completely stop sickness and death. We can treat 

sickness and delay death, but that's the limit. We are mortal. And often this makes us 

feel powerless and weak. 

In a world defined by power and authority, weakness is not welcome. Yet in our 

epistle readings today we heard St Paul boast in his weakness. "For Christ's sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when 

I am weak, then I am strong." Instead of being full of himself and his spiritual 

experiences, which were substantial and worthy of boasting, St Paul is aware that his 

own weakness, his emptiness, is what testifies to the presence of the living Christ. 

Instead of being conceited or elated about being taken up into the third heaven and 

hearing inexpressible things, Paul boasts all the more gladly about his weaknesses. 

The only other time Paul mentions one who is conceited, it's a reference to the devil. 

"He exalts himself above any other so-called god and takes his seat in the temple of 

God, proclaiming himself to be God, and leads many astray" (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 

Definitely not what we are called to do as followers of Christ. 

We also need to be clear here that St Paul is not boasting in his own ability to endure 

suffering, but in the help he has received from God, both directly and mediated 

through others, in his time of weakness. False apostles were boasting in their own 

miracles and grand sermons and dismissing Paul as a nobody. And Paul willingly 

accepts that title. He does have the experiences to match but refuses to point to them 

as evidence of his special calling as an apostle. Instead, he talks about a thorn in the 

flesh. 
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To those who look for power and authority, this is incomprehensible. Surely a thorn 

in the flesh is a punishment from God because Paul deserved such a thing due to his 

unrighteous behaviour. It's divine retribution for his past sins. Now Paul's language 

does suggest that this was given by God. Not as punishment, but to keep him from 

preaching the wrong message. 

We don't really know what this thorn in the flesh actually was. Many suggest it was 

something medical. I've seen suggestions of gallstones or epilepsy or malaria or gout 

or depression or leprosy. A rather varied list that seems to just be random guesses. 

Others suggest it was a particular temptation, or simply the opposition he received 

from many people including the false apostles and the Jewish leaders. The very fact 

that we do not know may be in itself a gift from God. This opens up the text to us all 

to find our own place in it. We've all got our own 'thorn in the flesh' that troubles us. 

We've all got that something or perhaps someone that is a regular reminder that we 

are only human, we don't have all the answers, and we can't make everything work 

out just how we want it to. 

Whatever Paul's thorn was, it hurt. It poked unpleasantly and painfully into Paul’s 

peace and well-being. He sees it as something evil, a messenger of Satan. But God can 

use even the evils of this world for good purposes, and this is what God chose to do 

here. Paul's struggle with whatever this thing was, revealed to him the true nature of 

God more than any grand spiritual experience ever could. God's power manifests 

itself in this world in and through weakness. The power of God viewed through the 

cross of Jesus Christ is the power that can make us whole. 

When we're challenged to show the reality of God in our lives, this passage from 

Second Corinthians warns us against lifting up our mountain-top experiences, or 

seeking out the miraculous to prove the spiritual realities. Instead, we're called to 

have the humility to testify about our experiences of God's grace and mercy in 

seasons of sickness or exclusion or grief. Any of life's painful episodes are moments 

for boasting in our weakness and Christ's all-sufficient grace. 

The last 18 months of Covid have indeed been a thorn in the flesh, not just to one 

person, but to all of humanity. Our weakness, our mortality, has never been more 

exposed. We have restrictions and limitations placed upon us that at times seem to 

hinder more than they help. But God's grace is sufficient even in this. Whether we live 

or die, we belong to Christ. Whether we're suffering or joyful, we belong to Christ. 

Whether we're singing for joy or sitting in silence, we belong to Christ. And Christ is 

all we truly need. His grace is sufficient. His death and resurrection has changed what 

it means for us to die. Our mortality is nothing to be afraid of. 
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Experiencing the wondrous and the miraculous has its place, and can greatly 

strengthen our faith. But it is in moments of testing and trial that our faith is proved 

to be genuine, both to us and to others, and the grace of Christ is shown to all the 

world. So we pray that whatever thorn in the flesh we are each facing right now, that 

we would do so with the knowledge that Christ's grace is sufficient. We pray that the 

Holy Spirit would send us the help we need and be at work within us to bring us 

through to the end. And that people would witness the gospel of Jesus Christ at work 

in our lives, and that they too would come to faith in him, to the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 


