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2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1 

Living with joy 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the risen Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Yesterday I attended the funeral of Pastor David Preuss. Some of you may have known 

Dave from his time serving at Langmeil or somewhere else along the way. One thing 

that everyone who knew him would say is that Dave had a real passion for life. We 

heard yesterday that he would regularly say "I love my life". It wasn't that Dave never 

faced any troubles, but he knew his life was secure in the hands of Jesus. This gave 

him great joy, and by the number of people who attended yesterday, he shared the 

joy of knowing Jesus with just about everyone he met. 

Sometimes we see people like Dave and think they must be oblivious to the troubles 

of this world. Only someone who's never known real suffering could find such delight 

in life. But this is simply not true. It's just that the troubles of this life pale into 

insignificance when compared with an eternity of knowing Jesus. 

This is basically what St Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth. In the verses that we 

heard read today, Paul says, "Our present troubles are small and won't last very long. 

Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever." This 

is coming from a sure faith in an almighty God. Paul is certain that whatever suffering 

he's going through in this moment, God will deliver him. And Paul was no stranger to 

suffering. Again, this is not someone oblivious to the troubles of this world. Paul's life 

is not just health and wealth and everything's okay. 

At the beginning of this letter to the Corinthian church, Paul talks about facing severe 

afflictions and being utterly and unbearably crushed to the point of despair. Later in 

this letter, he recounts floggings, beatings, a stoning, three shipwrecks, including a 

night adrift at sea. All this reflects both the danger of his Gospel mission and the 

sincerity of his faith. The stakes are high as he proclaims the good news of Jesus to 

the world. But he knows, as he says, that as God's grace reaches more and more 

people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. 

And he knows that for a God who can defeat death itself, our frail mortal bodies are 

no challenge to God's power. Instead, God demonstrates his mighty power in 

choosing weak frail mortal human beings to bear witness to the gospel. 

What is truly remarkable in this passage is not that our physical bodies are dying. The 

frailty of human existence is certainly not newsworthy. What's incredible is that Paul 

can say in the midst of hardship, of suffering, of the troubles of this life, there is hope. 

Not that there can be hope or should be hope, but there is hope. 
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St Paul doesn't leave it at that. This hope means that it's worth allowing yourself to 

be exposed to more hardship, more suffering, more troubles, in order to proclaim the 

good news of Jesus Christ. What this means is that the good news of Jesus' victory 

over death, the good news of eternal life for all who believe in him, the good news of 

salvation, gives such great joy that temporary troubles are not worth worrying about. 

And although death is already making itself known to us through afflictions and 

sufferings, we know that God has already defeated death by raising the Lord Jesus. 

And the same God will also raise us with Jesus. 

So, Paul can express hope in the midst of trouble and can subject his own body to 

physical and emotional hardship because he knows with all certainty that God will 

restore him on the day of resurrection. And the Spirit's very presence is his assurance 

that God is already at work bringing new life, already at working bringing the new 

creation, already at work bringing redemption to all things. 

St Paul wraps up this thought with the comparison between earthly tents and 

heavenly homes. Like a tent, this life is transient, it's temporary, it's not meant for 

permanent living. One day it's taken down. But our heavenly home is permanent 

because it's given to us by God himself. Paul's appeal to this heavenly building is 

similar to his reminder in Philippians that 'our citizenship is in heaven.' Though trials 

and hardships may come in this old age that is passing away, we are called to think in 

terms of God's new kingdom where death is swallowed up by life. Our heavenly 

citizenship exists now. We already have the Holy Spirit given to us as the first fruits of 

our new lives. And what the Holy Spirit creates within us and among us through faith 

is full of God's grace and mercy and love and joy. And this makes our lives here and 

now also full of grace and mercy and love and joy. 

The very knowledge that this life, with all its troubles, is only temporary, is what allows 

us to live it with great joy. Like Pastor Dave, we can indeed have joy right here in this 

temporary and fragile life beset by trouble and hardship. We can have joy because we 

know this is temporary. To re-use the tent imagery, part of the joy of camping, of 

temporarily living in a tent is knowing that you do have a permanent home to return 

to. And looking at our lives in this way gives us courage. It frees us to acknowledge 

that the spaces in which we live, our 'earthly tents', are not ultimately secure, and 

that's okay. And not just our physical bodies, but all of it, our homes, our churches, 

our cities, our nations, all can be destroyed, and that's also okay. Even our social 

spaces that define us, our families, our relationships, our cultures, are not permanent. 

But amid the insecurity of these flimsy 'tents', we find our refuge in an eternal building 

from God, a house not made by human hands. 
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Amidst real hardships, real suffering, we live in hope knowing that God is at work 

redeeming and transforming. Death has been defeated. New life has come. The 

temporary things of this world will all fade away, leaving only the glory of an eternity 

in God's presence. This is good news, great news, news that brings joy and hope. God 

the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead is at work in your life. 

Whatever you face right now is in his hands, and in the middle of it all, he is renewing 

your soul. Whatever may come, great joy is to be found in the eternal and loving 

presence of our mighty God. And may this joy be evident to all whom we meet. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


