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Luke 1:68-79 

God fulfils his promises 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The opening chapters of the gospel of Luke read something like the script for a 

Broadway musical. We have a rather diverse cast that includes a temple priest, a 

barren older woman, a young unmarried girl, and a lowly carpenter from Nazareth. 

The whole thing kicks off with not one, but two angelic visits, two rather miraculous 

pregnancies, one to a virgin and one to an elderly barren woman, the arrival of a 

prophet and then a Messiah, and the fulfilment of ancient prophecies. And in all of 

that, we get three musical numbers, songs proclaiming the praises of the author of 

such a great story. Luke records for us Mary's song of praise after visiting the pregnant 

Elizabeth. He records for us Zechariah's song of praise after naming and circumcising 

his son. And Luke records for us Simeon's song of praise after meeting the infant Jesus 

in the temple. 

This second Sunday of Advent our focus is on Zechariah and the role that his son John 

will play in preparing the way for Jesus. As we prepare for Christmas, as we prepare 

to celebrate the birth of our saviour once again, our attention is drawn to the 

preparations God had been making through his people Israel. Before the arrival of the 

Messiah, God had set up so much in advance. The Old Testament is filled with 

prophecies and foreshadowing of Jesus. And all of that happened through one more 

important member of the cast. For centuries before the Messiah's arrival, the Holy 

Spirit had been playing its role. 

In the opening chapters of Luke, the Holy Spirit has a very key role as the drama 

unfolds. The angel that spoke to Zechariah said that even before John's birth "he will 

be filled with the Holy Spirit" and also "with the spirit and power of Elijah he will go 

before him, to turn many of parents to their children". The angel told Mary, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you… therefore the child to be born will be holy, he will be called 

Son of God". When Mary visits Elizabeth, "Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, 'Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb'". And in the verse that introduces the song of Zechariah that we read 

today, it says, "Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy". The 

Holy Spirit is at work in all of this, bringing to fulfilment God's plans for his people. 

And so filled with the Holy Spirit, Zechariah pronounces a blessing upon God as he 

comes to understand the role that his son John will play in God's unfolding plan. 
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We see that Zechariah is part of a long line of old priests used by God in key moments 

of salvation history. And like so many of the stories of God's redemption, it starts with 

a childless couple. He and his wife Elizabeth are advanced in years and were never 

able to have children. But they were chosen by the Holy Spirit. Now when Gabriel told 

Zechariah what was going to happen, he did not believe it could be true and so he 

was made mute. But God delivered on this promise, and Zechariah could speak again 

when he named the child John. 

Zechariah is in good company here. When God promised Sarah and Abraham a child 

in their old age, Sarah laughed in disbelief. But God still delivered on that promise too. 

And this is not the only other occasion in scripture where this sort of miraculous child 

is born. The story of Samson starts out in much the same way. A childless couple 

approached by an angel who tells them God will give them a son who will save Israel. 

In Samson's case, save them from the Philistines. And don't forget Hannah and 

Elkanah, whose miracle son Samuel would also be dedicated to serve the Lord and be 

instrumental in David becoming king of Israel. 

And all of these Old Testament stories come together in God's fulfilment of the 

promise of a Messiah. Zechariah and Elizabeth are too old for children, and yet they 

have a son. He is dedicated to the Lord's service, never drinking wine or strong drink. 

He is instrumental in the Messiah's arrival in Israel. He himself is not the saviour, but 

he points the people to the saviour. But the links back to the Old Testament don't 

stop at just the childless couple being blessed with a son. Zechariah recognises that 

God's promise to Abraham is being fulfilled. Zechariah recognises that God's covenant 

with David is being fulfilled. And in his song of praise, there are even hints that the 

promise of a new Moses is finding fulfilment in John and Jesus. 

There can be no doubt that the Holy Spirit has been at work, and still is at work. God's 

salvation plan is seen throughout all the scriptures and in all of God's dealing with his 

creation. God promised through Abraham to bless all the nations of the world, and 

Jesus does that by blessing them with the forgiveness won through his blood. God 

promised to David that his throne will be everlasting, and Jesus, descended from 

David through Mary's family line, reigns forever as our crucified and risen king. 

The connection to Moses is a little less obvious, but comes from this line, "to set us 

free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and 

righteous before him, all the days of our life". Zechariah praises God for saving Israel 

that they may worship him. Now when God sent Moses to Pharoah to ask for his 

people's release, the rationale was the same, "Let my people go, so that they may 

worship me in the wilderness" (Exodus 7:16). The saviour frees his people from 

bondage that they may worship God. 
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The saviour is also described as dawn breaking from on high, and light shining on 

those who dwell in darkness. And Zechariah's words here take us back to the prophet 

Isaiah: 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2, NRSV) 

And if you read just a few more verses on, we get to perhaps the most recognised 

verse prophesying the birth of the Messiah: 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6, NRSV) 

You will hear that verse again as we celebrate Christmas, celebrate the birth of the 

promised Messiah, the fulfilment of God's promises, the arrival of our saviour Jesus 

Christ. And it is all about Jesus. All of scripture, both Old and New Testaments, testifies 

to Jesus, even when it's not immediately apparent to us. 

We know that the Holy Spirit is the one character trying all the different stories, 

different threads, together. And it's the Holy Spirit who ties you into this same 

salvation story. The Holy Spirit is given as a seal in your baptism, and comes to us 

through the Word of God, working in our lives to make you pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ. As St Paul said to the Philippian church, the one who began a good 

work in you will bring it to completion. God completes his plans. God fulfils his 

promises. And his plan for you is eternal salvation, his promise to you is that Jesus is 

your saviour who has paid the price for your sin. You have been set free from bondage 

to sin and death, free to worship God, to join Zechariah in singing praises to the God 

of Israel. 

So, as we get closer and closer to Christmas, may the Spirit who is at work in us open 

our eyes to see God's salvation plan. And may our hearts be ready to greet our coming 

saviour with joy and thanksgiving, and a great many songs of praise. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


