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1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

The time has come 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

In our gospel reading for today, Jesus proclaims, "The time has come. The kingdom 

of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news." If we're going to pay 

attention to Jesus' words, which we as Christians should be doing, then what 'time' 

is he talking about? The first thing we need to do is recognise that the word 'time' is 

not time in the sense of seconds and minutes and hours, but is the Greek word 

'kairos', which means appointed time or season. This is a significant event, a critical 

event that has changed the relationship between God and the world. When Jesus 

says, "the time has come", this means we have entered a new era in the history of 

the world. In this case, it is the arrival of the kingdom of God. The reign of God over 

all things has dawned upon the earth. 

This is bound up in both the incarnation, and the beginning of Jesus' earthly 

ministry. From our perspective of measured time, this is 30 years or so, between the 

birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem and his ministry in and around Israel. But for God, 

this is all the appointed time. This is one big event, one significant movement in the 

course of human history. From a biblical perspective, this is the fulfilment of the Old 

Covenant and the establishment of the New Covenant. 

St Paul also uses this same meaning of 'time' in his letter to the Corinthians. But in 

this case, the time is growing short, meaning the season, the appointed time, is 

coming to a close. This gives St Paul a sense of urgency as he writes to the 

congregation in Corinth. He is expecting the imminent arrival of Christ in glory when 

this present world will pass away, and the new creation will come. And this makes 

all the difference in the world as to how one should live. 

Unfortunately, when we hear just a few short verses read on a Sunday morning we 

can miss the main point, and that's what we've got today. If we take the whole of 

this letter to the church in Corinth, we see that Paul is addressing a number of issues 

in the congregation. Here in chapter seven, he deals with marriage. Because of the 

expected arrival of Jesus, St Paul actually says it's better to remain unmarried, but 

for the sake of avoiding sexual immorality, it's good to marry. He tells those married 

to non-believers not to divorce them, in the hope that they too will be brought to 

faith through their spouse, but if the unbelieving spouse seeks divorce, the Christian 

is free. 
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St Paul concludes that each person should live in whatever situation the Lord has 

assigned to them. Coming to faith in Christ and living in the freedom of the gospel 

does not mean abandoning everything and everyone to live a holy life far away from 

the things of the world. St Paul says remain as you are. And if you are pledged to get 

married, then do it. Don't use this expectation of the return of Jesus Christ as an 

excuse to get out of it. 

But this then leads us to the verses we read today. 

What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on 

those who have wives should live as if they do not; those who mourn, as if 

they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy 

something, as if it were not theirs to keep; those who use the things of the 

world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing 

away. (1 Corinthians 7:29-31, NIV) 

It is especially important to notice the phrase 'as if they do not'. It's used five times 

in these three verses. Remain as you are, but don't live as if Christ hasn't changed 

you. Remain as you are, but don't live as the world lives. There is no point in 

becoming consumed or even entangled with the world and its concerns, "for this 

world in its present form is passing away." Central to Paul's thinking here is that we 

disengage from the world, for everything is transitory, everything eventually passes 

away. 

This is not a call to depression, despair, or retreat from the world. After all, St Paul 

says all these things in the context of our new life in Christ. It is, however, an 

ultimate reality check. Our world — at every level we can think of it — is not as 

substantial, dependable, and unchanging as we would like it to be. So St Paul hits it 

hard with what he writes, not for the sake of despair but for the sake of focusing us 

on the one, true, and ultimate reality upon which we can depend. 

In the end, the primary message of this text is that nothing in this world can 

compare to the eternal fellowship we have with the Triune God. This also comes 

through in today's psalm. Only when we have experienced the loss of every worldly 

thing can we come close to understanding these words: 

Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him. He alone is my 

rock and my salvation, my fortress where I will not be shaken. My victory and 

honour come from God alone. He is my refuge, a rock where no enemy can 

reach me. (Psalm 62:5-6, NLT) 
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But still, in this life, dealing with the world is inevitable and important. We need to 

deal with it well for the sake of our families, our nation, and ourselves. But we need 

to know where our centre is. We need that reminder that this is not all there is, that 

we do look to an eternity beyond that which is passing away. Still, we should remain 

invested in the world and its ongoing concerns. Even as we pray for the kingdom of 

God and the return of Christ, so also we pray for the needs of this world and all its 

struggles. Knowing the certainty of God's ultimate reign beyond history, we still live 

in such a way that our present lives bring the kingdom of God into the present. 

This is why St Paul, all throughout his writings, has a lot to say about life in this 

world. In Romans 12 he has a lot to say about humble service and loving one 

another. In Romans 13 he talks about being subject to the governing powers, and a 

bit more about loving one another. In Philippians 4 he commends basic values and 

virtues as essential to the Christian life. In Galatians 5 he reinforces the teaching of 

the Ten Commandments as absolutely crucial to the life of the Christian. All of these 

things are ways in which we do engage with the world. But as Christians we do so in 

a specific way. We are called to disengage from the worldly ways of living, and to 

make sure we keep our view focused on our new life in Christ. 

As Jesus said, "Repent and believe the good news!" Turn away from this world's 

priorities, and believe the good news of Jesus Christ, who offers something much 

greater. Turn away from chasing after fleeting and transitory things, and find your 

hope and your life in the eternal gifts of Christ Jesus our Lord. This is where our true 

life is found. This is what empowers us to live in the world without becoming the 

same as the world. And this is what gives glory to our heavenly Father, who has 

called us by name and made us his own. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and 

minds safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


