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Isaiah 40:21-31 

Nothing compares to God 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

At the start of our service today we sang the classic hymn 'Praise to the Lord, the 

Almighty, the King of creation'. This 17th-century hymn was written by a young 

pastor in the German Reformed church named Joachim Neander. And it has stood 

the test of time in the Christian church because it manages to capture both the 

mighty grandeur of God and his grace and mercy in times of need. Like our reading 

from Isaiah today, as we sing, we proclaim that the Almighty Lord is king of creation, 

that he reigns over all things, and that he attends to his people with goodness and 

mercy. 

For Neander, this is especially important. He had experienced God's mercy in a 

profound way as a young man, and during his life often marvelled at the wonders of 

creation. His moment of realisation had come after what we might call a misspent 

youth. Having gained a reputation for a wild lifestyle, he and two of his friends 

decided to attend a church service where the new minister was preaching. Their 

intention was to make a spectacle out of it, to find matters of amusement and 

criticise the pious devotion of the church folk. Instead, the sermon caused such 

strong conviction in Neander's heart that his life took an abrupt change of direction. 

He became a minister and devoted his life to proclaiming the praises of the one who 

shines light even into the darkest corners of this world. 

Sadly, Neander contracted tuberculosis and died at only 30 years of age, but his 

legacy has impacted countless generations since. Like the prophet Isaiah, Neander 

poses a rhetorical question: "Have you not seen all that is needed has been sent by 

his gracious ordaining?" This makes the point that everything we have is God's good 

gift to us. How could we not recognise this? How could we not praise God for all his 

goodness to us? 

For the prophet Isaiah, the questions are more about recognising God's creative 

power. How could we not see that God is above all things? How could we not realise 

that God's power is beyond anything we can imagine?  God is the creator who 

brought this world into existence out of nothing, and even the mightiest princes and 

rulers of this world are nothing in comparison to God. God is sovereign over any 

political or military power on this earth. And even though some may seem powerful 

now, God alone has real power. 
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Those who currently wield much authority are to God like plants that a strong wind 

could blow over. God doesn't even need to physically touch them to defeat them. 

Merely the breath of God can accomplish that. 

God's power and creativity mean that God has no earthly or heavenly equal. God 

stands alone. And it is God alone who placed all the stars in the sky. And Isaiah says 

that not one of them is missing. God has named them and claimed them. And in the 

same way, God has named and claimed his people. The image of stretching out the 

heavens like a tent reminds us that God prepares a home for us. This is a creator 

who provides and protects. Although he is the Almighty Lord, the king of all 

creation, he is not far beyond his creation. God is here with us. 

Elsewhere in scripture, we are promised a new creation. A new heavens and a new 

earth, where God's people will live in his presence for all eternity. In Isaiah, this new 

creation comes through the imagery of soaring on wings like eagles, of running and 

not growing weary, and of walking and not becoming faint. We often take these 

words and make them into inspirational posters and such like. But there's another 

whole layer to this than just finding fresh energy in this life. When life has worn us 

down, when the temptations are overwhelming, when we feel as though we cannot 

go on, we are promised that the creator God is at work bringing about a new 

creation. One where life cannot wear us down. One where temptations cannot 

overcome us. One where we can always go further because our life is eternally 

bound up with God's. 

The same power used to make the heavens and the earth will be used on behalf of 

God's people to bring them into this new creation. And the statement that the 

creator does not faint or grow weary reminds us that there is certainly more to 

come. God is not yet finished with his people. He knows how we feel, and what we 

fear. And in him we find a new strength. We can never fully obey God in our own 

strength, but we can always trust him to provide the strength we need. 

If we trust ourselves, we will faint and fall. But if we wait on the Lord by faith, we 

will receive strength for the journey. This means we look to God in hope and faith 

for all that we need. Like Joachim Neander, this means spending time reflecting on 

the majesty of God's promises to us. This means glorifying God for every mighty 

thing he has done. And it's actually in God's mighty power that we find our comfort. 

There's no hope to be found in someone who has no power or ability to bring 

change. But God promises change, not just to the circumstances around us, but 

change within ourselves. A restoration to the way he first intended us to live. A 

renewal of life that is no longer marred by sin and sickness and death.  
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When Joachim Neander was dying, he reportedly quoted Isaiah 54:10 

"Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing 

love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says 

the Lord. 

This is the great promise of the king of all creation. It is a true and enduring promise 

to all his faithful people. It has caused countless generations to sing their praises to 

God. And it is our reason for joy and hope and strength regardless of comes our 

way. To God alone be all glory and praise. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and 

minds safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


