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Ephesians 1:15-23 

Worshipping eternally 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As we once again find ourselves having to change our plans through circumstances 

beyond our control, our scripture readings set for today remind us of the eternal and 

unchanging kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. This last Sunday of the church year is 

sometimes known as Christ the King Sunday. And so, the Psalm for today is a call to 

praise the who is a great king above all gods. The Old Testament reading speaks of a 

shepherd-king who will care for the flock. The Epistle reading describes Jesus as 

seated at the right hand of the Father, "far above all rule and authority and power 

and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 

the age to come". And finally, in our Gospel reading from Matthew 25, Jesus himself 

says, "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on the throne of his glory." 

Before we head into Advent, and our preparations to celebrate the birth of Christ, we 

recognise that the day will come when Christ returns to fulfil every last promise of 

God. His reign as King of kings and Lord of lords will be unable to be denied by anyone. 

Every knee will bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. These are 

significant acts of worship. When Christ returns and brings all things to their 

fulfilment, every living creature will worship him. This is important to remember in a 

year where our pattern of worship has been greatly disrupted. 

Although the Christian church has a long-established habit of gathering on Sundays, 

the day of Christ's resurrection, scripture does not mandate this. It is certainly good 

for us to gather regularly, and scripture does warn against those who would forsake 

the gathering of the saints. But the better focus on this particular Sunday is what the 

eternal gathering of the saints around the throne of Christ will look like. 

And so, we start with why Christ is eternally worthy of our worship. St Paul, in his 

letter to the Ephesians, wants to make sure that they understand that the power 

given to the risen Christ cannot compare with anything on earth. The risen and 

ascended Jesus is "far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 

above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come" 

(Ephesians 1:21, NRSV). Kings, queens, emperors, presidents, self-appointed 

dictators, prime ministers, and even state premiers – the risen Christ is far above them 

all. And although the power and authority of Christ supersedes any number of earthly 

powers, the concern of the Epistle is less about human and political powers and more 

about spiritual forces. 
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We also see that the risen Christ is far above the most limiting of all, time. We are 

captive to our limited time on this earth, but not the risen Lord Jesus. He is "above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come." Christ is 

"the Alpha and the Omega," the one "who is and who was, and is, and who is to come" 

(Revelation 1:8). And as John writes at the opening of his gospel: 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. (John 1:2-4, NRSV) 

The eternal majesty of our Lord Jesus cannot be underestimated. He is forever worthy 

of our worship as our creator, our saviour, and the Lord of all things. We confess in 

the creed that he is seated at the right hand of the Father. The right hand is a symbol 

of strength and power. We even still use the phrase 'right-hand man' to refer to the 

person who is the closest to the boss, and basically speaks and acts on the boss's 

behalf. God's right hand is symbolic of wherever God is active in the world. And God 

is active through Jesus, through the incarnate Christ who exercises God's kingly power 

everywhere. And when we think of the ascended Jesus reigning as king, he does this 

not only according to his divine nature but also according to his human nature. 

Christ's exaltation belongs to both natures, divine and human, which means our 

humanity is also bound up with him for all eternity. And so, St Paul tells the Ephesian 

Christians of the great hope they have in Christ. Jesus, who is true God and true man, 

has achieved for them an inheritance that is now theirs through their adoption as 

God's children. And this is, of course, true for all believers, all disciples of Christ Jesus. 

The inheritance of Christ is also our inheritance because the power with which God 

raised Jesus from the dead is the power that "made us alive together with Christ" 

(Ephesians 2:5). It is the same power that "raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:6). 

God has given Jesus, the king of the universe and the conqueror of death and evil, to 

be head of the church. And now Christ fills the church with his presence and directs it 

by his power, just as he already fills and directs the whole universe. And we are part 

of this church of every time and every place which worships Jesus. If we want to see 

what this looks like in eternity, and not just in our own time and place, then we need 

to turn to the book of Revelation. This is probably a bit daunting for some, as it can 

be a difficult book to understand. But for the sake of today, the important thing to 

know is that while St John was in exile on the island of Patmos, Jesus gave him a 

glimpse into the eternal heavenly worship, and John did his best to describe what he 

saw. 
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Chapter seven of Revelation has one of the best descriptions of the eternal and 

unending worship around the throne. John saw a great multitude from every nation 

and tribe and people and language standing before the throne worshipping the Lamb: 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb! 

(Revelation 7:10) 

And he saw angels around the throne who also worshipped God: 

Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power 

and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen. (Revelation 7:12) 

And the great multitude were dressed in white, and this is the explanation John was 

given: 

These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are 

before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, 

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no 

more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 

for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 

guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes. (Revelation 7:14-17) 

This crowd of believers, of baptised children of God who have been washed clean by 

Jesus, are before the throne of God day and night. Their worship is never-ending. All 

the worries and cares of this world are gone. Nothing is left that can interrupt them. 

And this is what we all have to look forward to. 

So much has disrupted our lives and our worship this year. But we belong to an eternal 

God who will one day call us home to himself. And when that day comes, we will join 

the saints of every time and ever place in unending and uninterruptible worship of 

the one who is worthy of all praise. This is our great joy and hope, the inheritance that 

cannot be taken away from us, and our great comfort in whatever troubles we face 

in the meantime. 

Thanks be to God for his great promises to us, and for the eternal reign of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in the risen Lord Jesus. Amen. 


