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Revelation 1:4b-8 

A kingdom of priests 

Preached at the Eudunda 150 thanksgiving service 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As we look back on 150 years of European settlement in the Eudunda area, one of the 

things we notice is the strong faith of so many of the people. Churches were among 

the first permanent buildings, sometimes constructed even before the congregation 

members had built proper homes for themselves. Sometimes this strong faith was 

misdirected, resulting in farming settlements well east of Goyder's line that simply did 

not work. But I think something we definitely can learn, or re-learn, from these early 

settlers was their understanding of faith as integral to all of life. Church was not just 

something that you did on Sunday morning. You lived your faith, your beliefs, in every 

aspect of your life. 

There was no strong distinction between secular and religious, as we have in modern 

society. Being part of society, part of a local community, and engaging as a citizen, 

was all simply part of loving your neighbour as God had commanded. There were 

challenges to this, especially through two world wars, but that was the aim. One of 

the related doctrines to this very integrated view of faith and life is what we call the 

priesthood of all believers. It comes from verses like we heard in Revelation today: 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to 

be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. 

We see similar language two more times in Revelation, and also in First Peter. God's 

people are a kingdom of priests, or a royal priesthood. And every baptised believer is 

part of this priesthood. Now in ancient Israel, the priests acted as mediators between 

God and the people. They ministered according to God's instruction, and they offered 

sacrifices to God on behalf of the people, and represented the people before God. 

Once a year, the high priest would enter the holiest part of the temple and offer a 

sacrifice for the sins of all the people, including all the priests. 

But now through Jesus, all of God's people have access to God. Jesus is our mediator 

and our once-for-all sacrifice, meaning we can always approach God seeking 

forgiveness for our own sin and bring our own prayers and petitions. But this also 

means we can stand before God on behalf of those who don't yet know him. Those 

who are not yet believers can receive the benefits of our prayers, our petitions to 

God. And we don't need to be anyone special to pray to God on behalf of someone 

else. 
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At the time of the Reformation, there was a common view of a separation between 

two classes of people, the spiritual and the secular. This was a different separation 

than what we might see today. The spiritual were those in the religious orders, people 

like monks and nuns who withdrew from most of the rest of society to dedicate 

themselves to religious practice. The secular were everyone else, who still had faith, 

still attended church, still prayed with their families, but also had normal jobs. 

What this separation meant was that people saw a gap between the spiritual world 

and the physical world, and it exalted all things spiritual over anything physical. It 

implied that working as a farmer or a blacksmith or a teacher or a carpenter wasn't 

as good and as holy and as righteous. But as the church rediscovered the biblical 

teaching of the priesthood of all believers, the normal things of this life became 

sanctified once again. It was and is a holy and righteous thing to work to provide for 

your family. It was and is a holy and righteous thing to participate in your local 

community. It was and is a holy and righteous thing to bake bread, or milk a cow, or 

plough a field. Because all of these things, when done by a Christian in faith, are done 

to God's glory and for the good of your neighbour. This world is God's good creation, 

and although it is marred by sin, it is not inherently evil. The physical realm is just as 

much a part of God's kingdom as the spiritual realm. Working in your field on a Friday 

with thanksgiving matters just as much to God as sitting in a pew on Sunday. 

Now for the sake of the church, God does give to some the role of preacher and 

shepherd. This is important in the life of the church, but those ordained as pastors 

don't attain some special exclusive level of spiritual life just because they are called 

into the ministry. Both you and I are saved by the same grace, the same faith, the 

same Lord Jesus. What the royal priesthood means is that the bar is raised for 

everyone sitting in the pews. All of us are royal priests in God's service and so we must 

exercise that function, especially in ministering the Word of God to one another, 

speaking God's truth into the lives of our fellow priests. But also, in praying for 

another, in hearing each other's confession of sin and guilt and assuring one another 

of God's forgiveness in Christ Jesus. And even in ministering to the physical needs of 

one another. 

Our entire life is bound up in this priestly role. Everything we do, every moment, we 

are there as a baptised child of God, we are there as people saved by the grace of 

Christ, and we are there as mediators for those who don't yet believe. This is what St 

Paul called a 'living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God'. Our whole life is one of 

service to God and our neighbour. The spiritual and the physical are perfectly 

intertwined in every aspect. Each daily activity, from the mundane to the greatest of 

importance, from the voluntary to the highly paid, is a realm in which to glorify God. 
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The world might tempt us to think that the value of a task is found in how much you 

get paid to do it, but we are offered a different outlook—all tasks are a way to glorify 

God as his royal priests. And this finds particular emphasis in the home. The daily life 

of family, of parents and children, should also reflect the priesthood of all believers. 

Prayers and petitions should be brought to God on each other's behalf. God's Word 

should be spoken and taught. But most importantly, everything should be recognised 

as being part of God's good ordering of creation, and that there's no separation 

between your spiritual life, your life of faith, and your secular life, your life in society. 

Wherever you go, you are a royal priest, a representative of God. Whatever you're 

doing, you are acting in that role. 

By grace, we are forgiven and restored when we fail to fulfil our priestly duties. By 

grace, we are given new opportunities every day to love and serve our neighbour and 

thus bring glory to God. By grace, we will continue to do this until God's calls us out 

of this life or the Lord Jesus returns in glory. And until that day, may you be 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to live out your faith, so that future generations may 

look back at this point in history and praise and glorify God. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


