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1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

We proclaim his death 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

When Jesus and his disciples gathered in the upper room for the last supper, the 

disciples didn't really know that it would be the last supper. They knew that they were 

gathering with the Rabbi for the Passover meal, but Jesus was doing something new. 

He gave them the new commandment to love another. And he gave them a new meal, 

his meal. Like the Passover meal, the Lord's Supper is done in remembrance of God's 

saving act. But unlike the Passover meal, the Lord's Supper is so much more than 

simply a remembrance. 

In this meal, this Holy Communion, Jesus is giving them himself. Every time we gather 

around the Lord's table, our host gives us his own body and blood. The very body that 

hung on the cross for us. The very blood that was shed for us. And so, this meal takes 

on a very special significance. This is how Jesus, especially after his ascension, gives 

to his people his grace and forgiveness. What he achieved on the cross is delivered to 

us in the bread and wine. 

This leads St Paul to declare that "whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes." Every time we gather for Holy Communion, 

we are proclaiming the death of Jesus. And this is important because the death of 

Jesus is part of the gospel message. It's not the life of our Lord, or his teachings, that 

will save sinners, but his death. Christ died for our sins. He was our substitute, paying 

the debt that we could not pay. 

We should also remember how he died. He went to the cross willingly and meekly, 

silent as a lamb. He went to the cross showing a great love for us. He gave his body 

into the hands of wicked men, and he bore on his body the sins of the world. All this 

we remember and proclaim as we gather around his table. But this 'remembering' is 

not simply the recalling of historical facts. It does not consist of merely pondering the 

circumstances surrounding his death. It is a participation in the reality of Christ's 

death. At the Lord's table we don't walk around and look at some historical 

monument, and perhaps admire it. No, we gather in fellowship with each other and 

with our living Saviour as we come in faith.  
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We do all this regularly until Jesus comes again. How often is not specified. Though 

the Passover was just yearly, the early Christians celebrated the Lord's Supper every 

Lord's Day, meaning every Sunday, the day of Christ's resurrection. Every week, as we 

gather as God's people, we have a mini-Easter, a celebration of Christ's death and 

resurrection for our sake. 

We keep doing this until the end of days. And the return of Jesus Christ is our enduring 

hope for the church and the individual Christian. We know that Jesus not only died 

for us, but that he rose again, ascended into heaven, and one day shall return to take 

us to be with himself for all eternity. Today, we are not all that we should be, but 

when we see him, 'we shall be like him', Scripture says. We see in Christ's death the 

shape which our own lives should take here and now, and the shape they will take in 

the new creation. One where we give up our own lives and take up our cross and 

follow him. 

We proclaim this to the world. Even our very act of showing up to church is a 

proclamation of the gospel. We give up all the other things we could be doing simply 

for the sake of Jesus. And by regularly sharing in the Lord's Supper, we keep the Lord 

Jesus Christ's death central in our thinking, and we give public evidence to all who will 

observe us that the gospel centres on the Lord Jesus and his saving work on the cross. 

This is our act of proclamation. This is part of the ministry of the church to the 

unbelieving world. It is the announcement to those outside the church that Christ is 

the only way to salvation. His death was necessary because no one else could pay the 

price for our sin. And every time we remember that death, we are telling this truth to 

the world. It's something they need to hear. It's something we need to hear, again 

and again. Our sin has separated us from God. We cannot make a way. But Jesus has 

made a way. Through his death, through his broken body and shed blood, he has 

made a way for you. 

As we gather at his table, we look backwards to that singular event in human history, 

where our Lord Jesus died for us. And we look forwards. Forwards to the day the Jesus 

will return. Forwards to the day when we will be reunited with all those who have 

gone before us in the faith. And we proclaim all this into the present. Every time. Every 

gathering for Holy Communion. All the churches around the world. Continually and 

repeatedly proclaiming the death of Christ for the sins of the world until he returns to 

bring all things to their fulfilment. This is our gospel proclamation. It is good news for 

all people. And we rejoice that tonight we can once again gather to receive from Jesus 

and proclaim him to the world. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


