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John 20:19-31 

Seeing & believing 

Preached at the parish's annual Blessing of the Seed & Soil service 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Have you ever had the experience of a friend coming back from seeing an absolutely 

stunning part of this vast land, and telling you, "You have got to see it!"? Maybe it was 

diving on the Great Barrier Reef, or hiking through the Grampians, or seeing water 

cascade down the side of Uluru in a rare rainfall, or any one of hundreds of other 

incredible parts of God's creation that we are blessed with in this country of ours. You 

listen with interest as they attempt to explain how amazing it all was. Maybe you're 

a little sceptical that some of it is a bit exaggerated. But can you really comprehend 

what they felt when they were there? It's not that you don't believe the stories they 

tell, but it's the sort of thing you have to experience for yourself. To know that it is as 

amazing as they claim, you need to have your own experience of whatever the place 

may be. 

In the gospel of John, we see this sort of thing happen again and again. Someone hears 

about Jesus and needs more, needs to see Jesus for themselves, needs to hear his 

preaching with their own ears, and experience him themselves. The earliest example 

is in John 1, when Philip says to Nathaniel, "We have found the one Moses wrote 

about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote." Nathaniel is quite 

sceptical because the man they're talking about comes from Nazareth, and surely 

nothing good can come from there. And so Philip just says, "Come and see". 

We see something similar in chapter four when Jesus approaches the woman at the 

well. After their conversation about her many husbands and drinking of the living 

water, she goes into the town and says to her neighbours, "Come, see a man who told 

me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?" John says that many of them 

believed on the basis of the woman's report, and many more believed because they 

heard Jesus themselves. The story ends with some of them saying to the woman, "It 

is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 

and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world." They were told incredible 

news, they were invited to 'come and see', and what they found was Jesus the 

Messiah, and the salvation that he brings. 

 

 

 



Second Sunday of Easter  24th April 2022 

 

2 

We see a slightly different story in chapter 12, where some Greeks come seeking 

Jesus. Jesus' response very much points forward to his death. "Very truly I tell you, 

unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But 

if it dies, it produces many seeds." (John 12:24, NIV) The true growth of those who 

would see and believe in Jesus would only come after his death. I'm sure you know 

very well that a grain of wheat is not going to grow unless it's planted in the ground. 

It's not then guaranteed to grow; you still need rain and sunshine and the right 

nutrients. But not planting it will definitely result in nothing. 

So, Jesus is telling his disciples that he has to die. This is how the church will grow and 

flourish. But until the disciples experience Jesus' actual death and resurrection, they 

don't seem to understand what he is telling them. We see a little bit of this again in 

chapter 14. Jesus is talking once more about his impending death and also his 

ascension to heaven. It's unlikely that any of the disciples have a clue about what 

Jesus is telling them, but Thomas is the one who decides to speak up. He basically says 

to Jesus, "I've got no idea what you're talking about." 

Thomas seems to be a fairly practical guy. He wants to understand, so he asks the 

questions that others might be too embarrassed to ask. We see the same Thomas in 

our reading today from chapter 20. When the resurrected Jesus first appears to the 

disciples in the locked room, Thomas isn't there. The other disciples tell him, "We 

have seen the Lord", but for Thomas, that's not enough. He needs to experience this 

for himself, to see and touch the same Jesus who had been brutally executed on a 

Roman cross. What Thomas is asking for is merely what the other disciples have 

already experienced. What Thomas is asking for is this same pattern that we've seen 

from the start of John's gospel. 

One person encounters Jesus, and then they share their experience with the next 

person, who may express some reluctance. Then that person experiences Jesus on 

their own, directly, and becomes convinced about him and then shares the news 

about Jesus with the next person. "Come and see", "Come and see". 

The pattern continues with the resurrected Jesus. Mary Magdalene starts it off. She 

encounters Jesus, shares the news; the others don't really buy it until they have their 

own experiences too. They then become convinced and then share it with Thomas. 

But having been told about Jesus, he needs to see for himself, he needs to experience 

Jesus for himself. And when he does, Thomas proclaims one of the clearest 

confessions of faith by anyone in John's gospel, "My Lord and my God!" He has seen 

and he has believed. But Jesus doesn't leave it there. "Because you have seen me, you 

have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." (John 

20:29, NIV) 
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We may not see the physical Jesus walk among us as Thomas did, but Jesus calls us 

blessed. The true gift of seeing Jesus for who he really is is something that only the 

Holy Spirit can impart. Plenty of people saw Jesus, saw his miracles, heard his 

teaching, and yet did not believe. He told the Pharisees they were blind because they 

did not see the truth of who he was. To truly see Jesus is to experience the benefits 

of his death and resurrection. The seed must fall to the ground and die, and only then 

does it bear much fruit. And Jesus is seen in all that fruit. As the church continues to 

proclaim Christ crucified, continues to love as he loved, continues to gather his holy 

meal, the fruit grows. 

We see Jesus, we experience Jesus, through his holy church, through the great many 

seeds that have grown, that have received new life, because Jesus died and rose 

again. The incredible experience we see is our sins being forgiven. We see it in the 

waters of baptism as Jesus united us with his own death and resurrection. We see it 

around the Lord's table as he gives to us his own body and blood. We see it as we 

forgive one another just as Christ forgave us. All this is also how others come to see 

Jesus for themselves and believe in his salvation. They see Jesus in us, they experience 

Jesus through us, and the Holy Spirit causes faith to grow in them too. What a great 

blessing it is when God's kingdom grows, when the death and resurrection of Jesus 

for the forgiveness of sins is seen and believed, and when "Come and see" results in 

the confession of faith and belief, "My Lord and my God." Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


