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Luke 4:14-21 

The scripture is fulfilled for you 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

If you were asked to summarise your life in a few sentences, what would you say? 

What drives you? What's your main purpose? What do you give the most time and 

energy to because it's important to you? You could perhaps think about it in terms of 

your role in the body of Christ. Where do you fit into the vast collection of people 

redeemed by Jesus and gathered by the Holy Spirit into Christ's church? 

If we asked those same questions of the head of the church, of Jesus our Lord, I think 

the answer would basically be what we heard in our gospel reading: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 

of the Lord's favour. (Luke 4:18-19, NRSV) 

These words of Jesus are recorded by Luke at the start of Jesus' earthly ministry, after 

his baptism and temptation in the desert. Jesus had now returned to his hometown 

of Nazareth and it was the Sabbath so he was in the synagogue. The people here 

would have known him and his family well. When Jesus gets up to read the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah, the words are effectively the beginning of his public ministry. His 

first sermon as such sums up every sermon that will come next. What Jesus says here 

represents the heart of his message and mission. 

This message and mission don't come out of nothing. They come straight out of the 

scriptures, straight of the words God had spoken to his people in ages past. This is a 

promise of God, and Jesus is the very fulfilment of that promise. He says to the people, 

"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

Right here, at the beginning of his ministry, Jesus tells us clearly what his mission is 

about. He boldly claims to fulfil the words of Isaiah, who speaks of the Spirit anointing 

him, sending him, compelling him to bring good news to every one of God’s children 

who is bound up, pressed down, broken in spirit, impoverished, imprisoned, and 

desperately hungry for good news. He has come for the sake of the poor. And this is 

a social status in Jesus' time that was more than just financial. It was that mix of 

occupation and health and finances and even your ancestry that lowered your status 

in the world. God's mercy has come for even these people, who normally would 

receive little in the way of compassion or assistance. Jesus says the time has come for 

God's favour to rest even on these. 
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The scripture is being fulfilled, and as we continue to read the gospels, we see that in 

his ministry around Judea and Galilee, Jesus physically did all these things. He blessed 

the poor. He set free those caught up in sin and guilt. He gave the blind their sight. He 

set free those held captive by unclean spirits. And he proclaimed the kingdom of God 

had come near, which meant that God's favour was upon his people. 

If we read just the very next story here in Luke's gospel, Jesus leaves Nazareth and 

heads to Capernaum, and again he is in the synagogue, and there Jesus frees a man 

oppressed by an unclean spirit. Then straight after that, he goes to Simon's house 

where Simon's mother-in-law had a high fever, and Jesus immediately healed her. 

Then Luke says many who were sick with various kinds of diseases were brought to 

him and he laid hands on them and cured them, and he cast out many demons. And 

then Jesus continues to preach in the synagogues after saying to the crowds, "I must 

proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God". 

Yet all of this wasn't the ultimate fulfilment of Jesus' purpose. It was, if you like, a 

foretaste of what was come to. The Father's will encompassed more than healing and 

freeing those Jesus encountered in Judea and Galilee. The scripture wasn't just 

fulfilled to those who heard Jesus preach in the synagogue that day. Jesus came for 

the sake of the whole world, which means that the scriptures, all the promises of God 

in the Old Testament, are fulfilled by Jesus for the whole world, which includes us too. 

This ultimate fulfilment for all the world happened at the cross. The greatest release 

for the captives and the freedom for the oppressed happened when Jesus shed his 

blood on the cross. In that moment everything was done to bring God's mercy to bear 

upon a world that desperately needed it. In that moment we were released from the 

bondage of sin and death. 

As we receive the benefits of Jesus' ministry he gathers us into his body, the church. 

All those who are set free from bondage, who are given the good news of release, are 

gathered by the Spirit into the body of Christ. When Jesus sets us free, he then calls 

us to participate in that same ministry. The Holy Spirit is with us, and in our own way, 

in our own vocations, we too bring good news to the poor, we bring release to the 

captives, and proclaim the Lord's favour. Not all in the same way as each other. And 

certainly not in the same way as Jesus. But we each have our role to play, and we are 

each gifted by God in different ways. We each have those people in our lives who are 

greatly influenced by how we live, even if we're not deliberately trying to be any sort 

of role model. 
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This is the body of Christ with its many parts. We might assume some are less 

important. We might assume we are one of those lesser parts. But as St Paul says, 

"God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 

be." We can't always see what role we're playing and how it fits into what the whole 

body is doing. But we know that Jesus fulfils his mission. He fulfils the scriptures and 

fulfils the Father's will. And he does that through us, through all his redeemed people. 

When we think about our main purpose in life, our first thought should be to our 

location in the body of Christ. Everything else we do fits somehow into our calling as 

Christians, as baptised children of God. Jesus fulfilled the scriptures for you, so that 

you could bring that fulfilment to others. Jesus fulfilled the scriptures for you, so that 

your whole life may be redeemed and be reflecting of him. This is what the Bible 

means when it calls us salt and light. This is simply what it means to be a Christian. 

So today we pray that God would continue to empower us by the Holy Spirit to fulfil 

our role in the body of Christ. We pray that we might see God's word fulfilled in the 

lives of those around us. And we pray that through us, Jesus would bring his salvation, 

his release from bondage, his freedom from oppression, his mercy and favour, to 

those who so desperately need it. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 


