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Mark 5:21-43 

Interrupting Jesus 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

How many of you like being interrupted? You're in the middle of something 

important, and a friend or family member just has to show you something. Often it 

turns out to be way less important than the thing you were already doing. But 

occasionally it's worth it. The interruption leads to something really special. 

Today's gospel reading had an interruption, but this one led to a delay and a death. A 

synagogue leader named Jairus had come to Jesus begging him to heal his daughter. 

Jesus goes along with him, but so does a large crowd. And among this crowd is a 

woman who also needs healing. We get the impression that unlike Jairus she can't 

come directly to Jesus and ask. But in midst of the crowd, she gets close enough to 

Jesus to touch his cloak. Immediately her bleeding stops and immediately Jesus knows 

something has happened. The journey to heal Jairus's daughter is interrupted. 

This is not the first interruption, and it won't be the last. Remember last week's gospel 

reading from Mark chapter four. Jesus is asleep in the boat as they cross Lake Galilee, 

and the disciples interrupt that sleep because they are afraid for their lives. A storm 

had quickly come up and was swamping the boat. The disciples knew that he could 

help, and so they interrupted. 

In today's reading, the woman in the crowd also needed help. Most of our English 

translations break up the description of her into several sentences, but Mark strings 

it all together. Having been bleeding for twelve years, and having suffered greatly 

from many physicians, and having spent all that she had, and having benefited not 

one bit but rather having gone from bad to worse, and having heard about Jesus, and 

having come in the crowd from behind, she touched his cloak. The lead-up to this 

interruption was twelve long years, that culminated in needing Jesus. He was her last 

chance, and not even an urgent journey to heal someone else was going to stop her. 

When Jesus works out who it was that interrupted this journey and hears from her 

this long saga of needing healing but not finding it, he commends her faith. He says, 

"Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering." 

And there's a very important point here that we in the modern world might miss. This 

woman should not have been in the crowd. According to the Levitical laws of the 

people of Israel, her bleeding meant she was ritually unclean and unable to participate 

in the worship life of the community. And anyone she touched or anyone who 

touched her would also become ritually unclean for a set time. 
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Being out in a crowd was simply not done. You isolated until your time was done so 

that no one else also became ritually unclean and cut off from the worship life of 

God's people. This reminds us a little bit of the current situation our world finds itself 

in. For all the parts of the Levitical law that seem strange to us, we still haven't got 

away from the simple act of putting the sick in quarantine so they can't infect anyone 

else. For the people of Israel, it went much further than this and was tied in to the 

ability to participate in worship and enter the presence of a holy God, but the basic 

idea is much the same. 

When she's healed, and Jesus calls her 'daughter', this is a sign that she once again 

belongs to the people of Israel. She has been restored and reincorporated into the 

community. Her isolation is over. What great joy it is to be healed, to be restored, to 

re-join your own people, your own community of faith. But this joy is interrupted. The 

woman's joyous moment of twelve years of suffering and isolation coming to an end 

is interrupted by the group from the household of Jairus. The girl has died. The hope 

of healing is now lost. The interrupted journey might as well just stop. There's no point 

anymore. 

But Jesus continues, and encountering the mourners at the house he interrupts their 

grieving with a ludicrous statement, "The child is not dead but asleep." In a time of 

grief, how are you supposed to respond to that sort of interruption? The people's 

response was to laugh at him, but Jesus turfs them out of the house and goes in to 

see the little girl. And then he does something very important. He takes her by the 

hand and then tells her to get up. The girl had died, and Jesus comes in touches her, 

holds her hand. This time it's the other way around, but again Jesus is encountering 

something that should make him ritually unclean according to the Levitical laws. But 

he doesn't hesitate. It's not that Jesus doesn't care about the Levitical laws, after all, 

he came to fulfil the law. But Jesus, being both fully God and fully man, does not 

achieve ritual purity by avoiding the things that are unclean. 

Jesus enters into this world and brings his divine righteousness to it. And so, our 

uncleanness does not make Jesus unclean. When the woman touched him, instead of 

him being affected, she is made whole. When Jesus touched the dead girl and spoke 

to her, instead of death affecting him, life is restored to the girl. The same goes for 

our sin. Jesus takes our sin upon himself on the cross and washes us clean. Now sin 

and sickness are not the same thing, and we should never mix them up, but they are 

both connected to death. The wages of sin is death. And sickness reminds us that we 

are all mortal and will one day face death. 
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When Jesus faced death, it did for a moment look like death had won. Not just a 

moment, but more like three days. Three days until Jesus rose again from the dead. 

Death touches Jesus, and it is life that prevails. Jesus did say about his life, "No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 

and authority to take it up again." Even the appearance that death had any effect on 

him was simply because Jesus let it happen. 

What this means for us is that we can bring anything to Jesus, and he can take it. 

Whether it's sin or sickness or our own dying, Jesus can take that on himself and not 

be any less the eternal Son of God, holy and righteous in every way. Nothing that 

would otherwise separate us from God and God's people is too much for Jesus. He 

fulfils the law on our behalf so that we are not cut off, not isolated. He takes our sin 

and gives us his righteousness. He takes our death and gives us his life. He interrupts 

the usual order of things to give us the sure and certain hope of an eternal future. 

This interruption is welcome and brings us great joy. And for that, we thank God both 

now and forever. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


