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Mark 13:1-8 

Signs of the end 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A few years ago, the Queensland government started a new road safety campaign to 

combat the dangers of fatigue on some of the very long highways in the state. What 

they did was put up trivia signs. There'd be a sign warning of a fatigue zone and saying, 

'trivia games help you stay alert'. Then there'll be a sign with a trivia question, usually 

some fact about the state, like the highest mountain, the floral emblem, the first 

premier, and so on. Then 5km later, giving you a little bit of time to figure out the 

answer, there'd another sign with the answer. And just for good measure they also 

have the classic rumble strips on the lines, so that if you did drift off, you'd be jarred 

awake. 

The bible readings at this time of year work in much the same way. We are at the 

pointy end of the church year. As we prepare to start the cycle again with Advent and 

Christmas, our readings at the moment focus us on the end, the return of Christ, the 

day of judgment, and the resurrection to eternal life. The readings warn us to stay 

awake to the end. Watch out and stay alert. Or as Jesus says in today's gospel, 

"Beware that no one leads you astray." 

The signs that remind us to stay alert and pay attention come in three forms. And just 

like the trivia road signs, their purpose isn't to tell you anything about much longer 

the journey will take. Like the rumble strips, they are meant to wake you up when you 

have become complacent and drifted off. And so, the three signs Jesus tells us about 

are false messiahs, political conflicts, and natural disasters. 

Jesus and Paul and John all warn about false messiahs, and history is full of people 

tragically ignoring such warnings. There is something in human nature that loves a lie 

and refuses to believe the costly lessons of the past. And of course, we've had no end 

of political conflict. 

At the time of the New Testament, the Roman Empire had enjoyed a measure of 

peace for many years, but even that would not last. As the power of Rome subsided, 

it was inevitable that nations would come into conflict, and it's been ongoing ever 

since. And then even without humans causing it, we have things like droughts and 

earthquakes causing untold human suffering. None of these tell us how far off the 

end of the journey is, but they should wake us up to reality. Jesus will return and usher 

in a new creation where all of these things will be done away with. 
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In some ways, this warning in Mark's gospel is similar to the time in Luke's gospel 

where Jesus talked about the collapse of the tower of Siloam and the slaughter of 

some Galileans in the temple. Two different events, one definitely human caused and 

one possibly not, and yet the same lessons are drawn. First, Jesus warned his audience 

not to assume that the victims of those tragedies had been judged for their great evil. 

It's always tempting to assign sudden, unexplainable deaths to the judgment of God 

in response to some secret sin. But Jesus says, no, it is wrong to assume that the 

victims are somehow worse sinners than everyone else and thus deserved to die. 

The second point Jesus makes concerning both events is that everyone needs to 

repent. Repent or perish, he says. Check your own behaviour to see if you are still on 

the right path, and if you're drifting off, then turn to the right heading. Instead of a 

tragedy causing you to speculate on someone else's sin, it should cause you to look in 

a mirror and discern your own sin. 

The warnings from Jesus in Mark function in a similar way. When we hear of wars and 

rumours of wars, we should be looking at ourselves and wondering whether we are 

prepared for our end to come? When we hear of earthquakes or famines, we should 

be looking at ourselves and wondering whether we are prepared for our end to come? 

Like the trivia signs on the highway, they keep us awake and watching, because we're 

regularly reminded of our own mortality, our own sins, our own need for a saviour. 

And like the rumble strips on the highway, they warn us when we've drifted off the 

course and are in danger of ending up in a ditch. So, Jesus talks about these 

apocalyptic signs, not to make us think that as soon as we see them the end will come, 

but to make us prepared for whenever the end may come. 

After Jesus ascended to heaven, the disciples had to learn a great deal of patience. 

And when faced with false teachers, frightening rumours, and natural disasters there 

is a temptation to panic. But Jesus said, 'These are only the beginnings of the birth 

pangs.' Now the temple in Jerusalem was actually destroyed in 70 AD. Every stone 

was torn down. And you certainly don't have to look very far to see wars and rumours 

of wars, nation rising against nation, earthquakes, famine, and all of that. But these 

are only the beginnings. The church is called to wait patiently as all these things 

happen. And all of these are signs that the new creation is on its way. 

The new creation began with the death and resurrection of Jesus and will find its 

fulfilment in his return. But we live in the middle ground. We are part of the new 

creation, reborn through the waters of baptism, yet we still live in this fallen world. 

Luther said we live in the rupture between the ages. The old age of rebellion against 

God, of sin and death, was struck a fatal blow by Jesus, but it is still making its 

presence known. The new age of perfect peace living in the very presence of God is 

here, but it's still hidden and made known only through small glimpses. 
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As we approach the end of another church year and turn back again to prepare to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus, we are called to be alert to those small glimpses of the 

new creation. They are the promise and the hope of the age to come. And all the 

marks of the old age should refocus us towards what is to come. We live in hope, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the new lives God calls us to live. And we live 

with thankfulness, always grateful that God warns us and reminds us to stay on the 

narrow path with him. 

Whatever happens tomorrow, even if it's a new false messiah, or a new political 

conflict, or a new natural disaster, we know that Jesus promises to be with us always. 

We know that Jesus will hold us safe for all eternity. And we look forward to the day 

when the new creation finds its fulfilment and there are no more reminders of this 

fallen world, but only God's perfect peace. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


