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Revelation 21:1-6a 

The new creation 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

All Saints Day has a long history in the church, originally remembering those in the 

early church who played a crucial role in the proclamation of the gospel but weren't 

important enough to get their own special day. The focus has since shifted, 

recognising that all who belong to Jesus are rightly called saints. And so today is a time 

to remember all those who have gone before us in the faith. It's also a time to 

contemplate God's presence in our lives and what that means for eternity. 

We live with the hope of Christ, knowing that he has defeated death and sin for us. 

We know that our death is not the end. But there are some ways of talking about 

eternal life that aren't really that helpful because they don't match what God has told 

us in the scriptures. The one I want to focus on today is the phrase "gone to be with 

the Lord". I don't know how often you hear that one or perhaps use it yourself but 

consider what it says about those who are left to mourn. If those who have died in 

the faith have gone to where God is, then where does that leave us? If God is only in 

some far-off heaven with all the saints he has called home, then who is with us here 

in our grief? 

Certainly, grieving can make us feel alone and distant from God, but as we see in the 

Lazarus story, God comes to us his friends in times of grief and has compassion on us. 

Talking about God as if he's far off and only with those who have received the crown 

of life, doesn't match the reality that Jesus promised to be with us always. So how do 

we talk about this? What should understand from scripture about eternity and the 

resurrection of the dead? 

One thing we need to grapple with is our reading from Revelation today. Not I know 

the book of Revelation can be a bit of a struggle. It's apocalyptic literature and filled 

with picture language and stuff that doesn't make a lot of sense at first glance. Some 

treat it as purely prophecy and look to find signs in our present age that tell us when 

it will all happen. But biblical prophecy is not primarily a prediction of the future. 

Instead, it is a revelation of how God sees the situation. Now God sees things from 

eternity, from outside of time, so our past and present and future are all visible to 

God together. When we read prophecy like the book of Revelation, we need to 

understand it as a glimpse into God's reality. 
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Revelation is John's explanation of what he saw when God showed him his vision. It's 

one human being's attempt to explain spiritual realities that we normally cannot 

perceive. It's what life looks like with God fully present among his people without sin 

or death blinding us to his presence. And it starts with a new heaven and a new earth. 

This is significant. This tells us that eternal life is not an escape to some other realm. 

The resurrection of the dead is part of the new creation, the new heaven and new 

earth. It's part of what happens when the old order of things has passed away. 

Now this new creation has already begun to appear through the preaching of the 

Gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit, and in you it began in your baptism. We will 

not see it in all its all fullness until the day of Christ's return. But in this glimpse that 

John gets, he can only manage to describe it in negative terms. There will be no more 

tears, no more death, no more mourning, no more crying, no more pain. The new 

creation is something so beyond John's normal experience of earthly life that he can't 

describe the things he can see. But he does notice the usual things of this world that 

are no longer there – death, mourning, crying, pain, and tears. Because of God's 

presence and the reconciliation we have in Christ Jesus, there is no longer any room 

for those things which are symptoms of a broken relationship with God. In eternity 

saints will enjoy a new intimacy with God which is impossible in a world where sin and 

death are still present. 

There are many unanswered questions about eternal life, but we do know that we 

will be in joyful fellowship in the presence of God. We will have freedom from evil and 

all the consequences of sin, freedom from sinning, freedom from trial and temptation, 

and eternal fellowship with the angels and the saints who have gone before us. This 

is the church in its restored, ideal, and glorified state. This is what we get a foretaste 

of as we gather around the Lord's table. That's a glimpse into eternity. And it's not 

looking into some far-off reality but standing right here in this place receiving Jesus in 

physical tangible ways. 

That is how we need to view eternity. We confess the resurrection of the body. We 

don't confess a spirit floating around in the heavens for eternity. No, there's a new 

heavens and new earth, a physical resurrection to a new life, a glorified life free from 

the ravages of sin and death. It is a difficult thing to live with death and mourning and 

crying and pain, and this is why God gave John his vision. At the time of writing, it 

provided hope to a church facing severe persecution, and it continues to provide 

ongoing hope to the church through the ages. 
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Knowing the end of the story equips us to live through suffering without it consuming 

us. Often knowing how a movie ends spoils the experience of watching the movie, 

knowing how the story of salvation ends enables us to walk with Christ from the very 

beginning. Knowing how the story ends allows us to see history through the eyes of 

Christ. And what we see is God at work making his presence known though veiled by 

sin and death. What we see is the church continuing to proclaim the light of Christ in 

the midst of darkness. What we see is humanity receiving from the love of God, even 

as they don't realise it. 

But this way of living will come to an end. God's presence will be more fully realised 

here in this place. We will be reunited with the saints who have gone before us as we 

all receive resurrected bodies in the new creation. Knowing all this doesn't necessarily 

make it easy to contemplate our own deaths. But we do know that God promises to 

be with his people, even through death, and that we are kept safe with him. 

So today we thank God for the saints who have gone before us who are now safe in 

the arms of Jesus awaiting the last day, the day of judgment, and the resurrection to 

eternal life. We thank God for the influence they have had in our lives, showing us 

what it means to live with the hope of Christ. We thank God for his faithfulness, that 

none who die believing in him are lost. And we look forward in hope to the new 

heavens and the new earth, where there will be no more death or mourning or crying 

or pain, but just the joy of living in God's glorious light. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


