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John 2:1-11 

The source of all joy 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

If I asked you to list the miracles of Jesus, where would you start? What's the first one 

that comes to mind? For some, it might be the feeding of the 5000, or perhaps healing 

the blind or the lame or those afflicted with leprosy. Maybe it's the raising of Lazarus, 

or the walking on the water, or the casting out of demons. Most of the miracles that 

we read in the four gospels have something to do with relieving suffering and 

restoring life and health. A few of them simply testify to who Jesus is. 

The first miracle that we read in John's gospel account doesn't seem to fit the pattern. 

It even seems a bit frivolous. There is no desperate need, no life that needs restoring. 

The problem is simply that the wine has run out at a wedding banquet. I'm sure for 

some of you that would a total disaster. The party would basically be over at that 

point. When Jesus is first told about the problem, he seems quite dismissive. And I 

think that's understandable. This is not the work he is called to do. This is not why the 

Word became flesh to dwell among us. 

Yet at his mother's insistence, he miraculously saves the wedding celebration. Six 

stone jars are filled with water and then when tasted are high-quality wine. We're 

talking around 600 litres of this wine. So, it's not just good wine, but lots of good wine. 

And this is what John records as the first miracle of Jesus. Except John doesn't talk 

about miracles, but rather 'signs'. And John only includes seven such signs in his gospel 

account. 

This miracle at the wedding in Cana is the first of these signs. And so, we need to look 

at what this story points to. What is this sign telling us? What else in scripture has 

similarity to this event? The image of the wedding banquet is used frequently in 

Scripture as a picture of the restoration of Israel, and wine is frequently used as a 

symbol of the joy and celebration associated with salvation. The prophet Amos speaks 

of the day when "the mountains shall drip sweet wine. and all the hills shall flow with 

it" (Amos 9:13). The prophet Isaiah speaks of the feast that God will prepare for all 

peoples, "a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines" (Isaiah 25:6). 

An abundance of fine wine is a symbol of the abundance of joy that comes from being 

redeemed and restored. This miracle then points forward to the joy of salvation. So 

John's gospel is at this point preparing us to see the salvation the Word become flesh 

will deliver to the world. There is great joy coming when Jesus fulfils the Father's will. 
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At the start of the Gospel, we read that in Jesus was life, and that life was the light of 

all people. Later on, in chapter ten of John's gospel, Jesus himself says, "I have come 

that they might have life, and have it abundantly" (John 10:10). This abundant life is 

more than mere existence or survival, and certainly more than an abundance of 

material things. It is to live in close relationship with the one who is life and gives life. 

It doesn't necessarily mean a life of ease and comfort and luxury, or an absence of 

sorrow and suffering. But it does mean that in Jesus we have an abundant, 

extravagant source of grace to sustain us in life. 

John says, "from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace" (John 1:16). And 

this grace is more than sufficient to sustain us when we fall short, and it's enough to 

give us joy even amid sorrow and struggle. Abundant life means that in Christ we are 

joined to the source of true life, life that is rich and full and eternal, life that neither 

sorrow, nor suffering, nor death itself can destroy. And a wedding feast is meant to 

convey this image, especially one that has an abundance of good wine. 

For all the lofty language of the opening verses of John's gospel, here in this first 

miracle, this first sign, we are invited to see what it means that God dwells with his 

people. John's gospel takes the eternal divine Logos, the Word of God, and places it 

before us as true flesh and as the one who brings us God's grace. And then the rest of 

the gospel shows you what grace tastes like and looks like and smells like and sounds 

like and feels like. God's Word doesn't just tell us what grace is, it reveals it in ways 

that we can grasp. This miracle, this sign, at the wedding in Cana reveals that God's 

grace tastes like the best wine when you are expecting the cheap stuff. 

That said, we shouldn't treat this like a parable, a story told just to make a certain 

point about God and his kingdom. There was a real wedding feast that had a real issue. 

And although it does to not contain the desperate need that so many of the other 

miracles address, there is still one affliction that Jesus redeems. He removes the 

shame of the wedding host. 

Given the climate, lack of clean water, large number of guests, and sustained duration 

of ancient wedding feasts, the lack of wine at this wedding was a serious problem. 

Running out of wine before the feast had ended was a great failure in hospitality that 

would bring deep shame to the host. This was a culture that highly valued hospitality. 

We can't take the shame of this situation lightly. Someone had stuffed up here. The 

wedding plans were insufficient. 
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It was likely that many of the family members contributed in some way to the 

celebrations, but it was still someone's responsibility to coordinate it all and make 

sure everyone was catered for. And they had failed. The time of joyous celebration 

was ruined. This would certainly have brought great shame. And Jesus deals with that 

too. Grace is poured upon grace, showing us the goodness of God's kingdom, and 

restoring to the wedding host his honour and standing. 

Jesus brings salvation. He brings it in many and various forms. In his miracles recorded 

in the bible, he restored people's health and life and honour. In his death on the cross, 

he paid the price for our sin and took on our shame. And in his resurrection, he gives 

to us an eternal and abundant life. Nothing can ruin that eternal heavenly feast with 

our Lord and Saviour. He is the source of abundant life, he is the one who brings grace 

upon grace, and he is the very goodness of God revealed to us. For this, we give thanks 

to God and praise his holy name. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


