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John 15:1-8 

Abide in Jesus 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the risen Lord Jesus. Amen. 

When the bible tells us that since God loved us, we also ought to love one another, 

this could be a bit daunting. If we take this seriously, which we should, that means 

living a life of love towards everyone. Not just those who are easy to love, but every 

single person we know and encounter from day to day. And if you stop and think for 

a moment about all the different people you will deal with in this coming week, I'm 

fairly sure there'll be at least one in there that's hard to love. Actually, there's 

probably a lot more than one. 

Yet our bible readings today are pretty clear. "Whoever claims to love God yet hates 

a brother or sister is a liar." And also "Whoever does not love does not know God, 

because God is love." That's a pretty dire warning to us when we fail to act in love. 

Now we might be able to convince ourselves that we can act nicely towards everyone, 

but consider what sort of love our epistle reading today actually calls us to. 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Our prime example of how to live this life of love is Jesus. And what he did to love us 

was to die for us, to give up his life for our sake. Can you do that? Do we have the 

ability within us to love like this? If we're honest with ourselves, that answer has to 

be no. And if that's where we left things, we'd be stuffed. 

But God didn't send his Son into the world just to show us how to love, but that we 

might live through him. In the gospel, the way Jesus describes this is with the image 

of a vine and branches. He says, "I am the true vine." This is one of seven 'I am' sayings 

in the gospel of John. This links in with the other images of Jesus as the bread of life, 

the light of the world, the gate for the sheep, the good shepherd, the resurrection 

and life, and the way, the truth, and the life. But here, Jesus is our true vine, and the 

Father is the gardener, and we are those who live in him, abide in him, remain 

attached to him so that we might bear fruit. The vine is the life source for the 

branches, and the gardener prunes them that they might grow strong and bear much 

fruit. 

The first thing we learn from this image is that there is no such thing as going it alone 

in our spiritual lives. Jesus tells us that the impossible cannot happen: "No branch can 

bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine." Only by being attached to Jesus, to his 

words, his message, the good news of the gospel, can we bear the good fruit that the 

Father would have us bear. Apart from that, there is nothing we can do. 
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Whatever else we do, we may be doing it for the wrong reasons, having the wrong 

motivation, and not actually acting out of love for our neighbour. That's true for us as 

a church as well. When the church forgets that its mission is to show its attachment 

to Jesus by uncompromisingly proclaiming his gospel to the world, then why should it 

expect to remain part of God's vine? If the church just becomes an organisation that 

tries to accommodate to the world rather than to give it the transforming love of the 

gospel, then it ceases to be attached to the source of life. 

But, on the other hand, if we abide in Jesus, if we live by his very word, then our Father 

the gardener will ensure that we bear fruit. Jesus promised that he would send the 

Spirit to live in us, and this is what enables us to live in him. As we continue to 

celebrate this season of Easter, we are invited to live in the abiding presence of the 

risen and ascended Lord Jesus. This is not about some distant and abstract God, but 

our God who has come to us, lived as one of us, died for us, and dwells with us and in 

us, continually drawing us into his saving grace. 

So even as we're challenged by the command to love one another, our God who is 

love grows love in us. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we do bear fruit. And this 

passage is all about fruitfulness. The phrase 'bear fruit' appears six times in the eight 

verses we read today. And the fruit-bearing is not something that the branches do by 

force of will or their own efforts. The fruit happens simply because the vine is true 

and the gardener good. 

There's one other thing that is bound to happen. The branches will change. As they 

abide in the vine, they grow, they bear fruit, the gardener prunes them, and they grow 

some more, bearing more fruit. Abiding in Jesus means a constant process of spiritual 

growth. There will always be new good things growing. And there will always be a 

need for pruning, for God to cut out parts of our lives that are not in accord with his 

will. This only happens if we keep coming back to receive from him, to receive his 

forgiveness in word and sacrament, and be strengthened for new growth by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is one of those things that is incredibly simple, and yet we find it so hard. God 

provides for us the good food of his word. God provides for us food and drink through 

which we grow and find our strength. We just need to show up. But sadly, there are 

seemingly more and more obstacles to this. And we had a big one last year with the 

pandemic, but we are also blessed by God with modern communications. We have so 

many ways to remain connected, even if gathering in a local church building becomes 

difficult, if not impossible. 
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But we do need to remain connected. Abiding in Jesus is the only way. We cannot 

expect to survive if we cut ourselves off. And we certainly cannot expect to live a life 

of love if we're not connected to the God who is love. But thanks be to God that he 

first loved us and invited us to live connected to him. And so may the Spirit keep us 

united to the risen Lord Jesus, that his sacrificial love may always be ours, teaching 

and enabling us to love one another. And may we always abide in Jesus and he in us, 

so that we bear much fruit for the good of our neighbour, and to the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


