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John 10:22-30 

The good shepherd 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Throughout history there have been many different reactions to the claims Jesus 

makes about himself as recorded in scripture. Some people have accepted him as a 

great moral teacher, but the miracles and the claims to divinity are a step too far. CS 

Lewis once described this sort of attitude as patronising nonsense. If we reduce Jesus 

to just another moral teacher, then so much of what he said and taught actually 

makes very little sense. He may as well have called himself a poached egg, according 

to CS Lewis. 

If we do take on everything Jesus said and everything he did, we still see in scripture 

a variety of reactions. Some dismiss him as just the son of Joseph and Mary, from the 

little town of Nazareth. But on one occasion Peter declares him to be the Holy One of 

God. Various crowds both claim he is and is not the promised Messiah. Some call him 

a good man, others a deceiver or even demon possessed. He is often called 'Rabbi', 

which means teacher, and sometimes also prophet and king, but just as often he is 

called a blasphemer, an enemy of God. 

In our gospel reading for today, there were people concerned about whether or not 

he was the Messiah. "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, 

tell us plainly" they said. His response tells us that the problem lies not with him but 

with us. "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's 

name testify to me, but you do not believe." What Jesus has said and done has clearly 

testified to his status as the Son of God, as the promised Messiah, as the lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

One time when Jesus healed a man born blind, the Pharisees see only that Jesus 

performed this healing miracle on the Sabbath. This meant that Jesus broke God's 

commandments and thus was a sinner and couldn't possibly be the Messiah. The blind 

man does eventually come to realise who Jesus is and worships him as Lord, and Jesus 

says at the end of the passage, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who 

do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." It is only with the eyes 

of faith that one can see the truth concerning Jesus. Or, in the language of today's 

reading, it's only the sheep who recognise the voice of  Jesus and follow him. 
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What this means is that there will always be some people who cannot believe. They 

don't see Jesus with the eyes of faith, and they don't hear his voice because they are 

not his sheep. This doesn't have to stay that way. The Holy Spirit can grant faith and 

bring anyone into God's flock. The voice of the good shepherd can finally be heard, 

but that presupposes that Jesus is preached and shown to all the world. But the focus 

of Jesus in today's reading is not on those who are yet to become part of his flock but 

on those who already are. 

Jesus our good shepherd reminds us that he gives us eternal life with the Father and 

that no one can snatch us away from that. Those who hear Jesus' voice and recognise 

it as the voice of their good shepherd will be safe forever. In those wonderful words 

of the 23rd Psalm, "Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me." This 

is why our Easter celebrations are such an important time of year, and why the season 

of Easter carries on for seven weeks. Jesus, our good shepherd, has defeated death, 

defeated sin and the power of the devil. Jesus our good shepherd assures us that he 

is stronger than anything else in all creation. Nothing can tear us away from his care. 

This is where our hope lies. We have confidence about the future because we have 

confidence in the one who holds our future in his hands. This hope, this confidence, 

that extends even beyond death, is not a matter of wishful thinking, or some vague 

idea that things will turn out okay. It is faith in the one who calls us by name, who 

died for our sake that we might have life, and who lives for all eternity. 

The challenge for us is to pay attention to the voice of the good shepherd. Nothing 

external can tear us away, but we can become a little bit wayward. Amidst all the 

other voices that clamour for our attention, that claim to be the real truth, we need 

to discern the voice of our good shepherd. Many of the voices might claim even to 

speak for God or tell us how to grow closer to God. But if we know God's truth then 

we can readily filter out the false claims, the ones that have the potential to lead us 

astray and turn us into wayward sheep. 

The biggest thing we need to know is that the voice of the good shepherd will always 

be telling us that everything depends on belonging to him. Never does our status 

before God depend on how we feel, or on having the right experiences, or on being 

free of doubt, or on what we accomplish. Any voice that says these things is not the 

good shepherd. It does not say, "Do this, and then maybe you will be good enough to 

be one of my sheep." It says, "You belong to me already. No one can snatch you out 

of my hand." 
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Our status depends on one thing only: we are known by the shepherd. "My sheep 

hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish." Amidst all the other voices that evoke fear, make demands, or give 

advice, the voice of the good shepherd is a voice of promise—a voice that calls us by 

name and claims us as God's own. This happens to us in the waters of baptism. God 

calls us by name, places his triune name on us, calls us part of his family, and makes 

promises to us that he always upholds. 

It is true that some people stop trusting in these baptismal promises, but God has still 

promised them. The voice of the good shepherd might yet be heard again, and the 

wayward sheep finds their way home to receive the benefits of God's promises 

towards them. We rejoice when that happens, and so does the whole heavenly host. 

Maybe with the song of praise from our Revelation reading, "Blessing and glory and 

wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and strength belong to our God 

forever and ever!" 

Jesus is certainly worthy of such praise. He is our good shepherd who provides for us, 

who keeps us safe, and who has made a way for us through death to eternal life. May 

we always be attentive to his voice, ready to follow him wherever he calls us to go, 

and actively seeking to hear him over and above all the other voices that want to lead 

us in life. And may we find confidence and hope as we trust in him, knowing that 

nothing can snatch out of his hand and that we are his forever. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds 

safe in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


