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Isaiah 25:1-9 

Rejoicing in God's provision 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As people who live in a farming community, I'm sure you're all too familiar with 

patiently waiting for God to provide. We know that without God our efforts will come 

to nothing. Like the first verse of Psalm 127 says, "Unless the LORD builds the house, 

the builders labour in vain." 

The people of Israel also learnt what it meant to trust in the Lord and wait patiently 

for him. Even in their defining moment as a nation as the Lord brought them out of 

Egypt and into the promised land, they had to wait. It that case it was a forty year 

wait, a whole generation that lived and died before the nation entered its true home. 

And again, when the Assyrians and then the Babylonians ruled over them, they had 

to wait for God to restore them as a nation. And it's in the middle of this waiting that 

we get our Isaiah reading for today. 

One of the great promises of hope in this text is that a day will come when the wait is 

over. And the people who have patiently waited on God, who have suffered under 

oppressive invaders, who have had little reason to rejoice, will now praise God. "In 

that day they will say, 'Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This 

is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation'." This is a 

testimony that they had not put their trust in God in vain. They now rejoice in all that 

he has done for them. 

This sort of trusting in God firstly acknowledges that God is sovereign, that God has a 

plan for his people, that God's plans will always be accomplished, and finally that 

there is a good reason for God's timing of events. I wonder which part of that we 

struggle with the most. Possibly, living in the society we do, that has ready access to 

so much, the idea of waiting now seems foreign to us. 

But the other thing we see in this text is that those who have oppressed God's people 

aren't immediately done away with. They are silenced, and the need for shelter and 

refuge comes to an end. But it seems to be like Psalm 23, "You prepare a table before 

me in the presence of my enemies." 

There's an ongoing need for trusting in God even as we rejoice over his deliverance. I 

think this is an important thing to remember as we read things like this prophecy from 

Isaiah. The people of Israel saw the fulfilment of this when they returned to Jerusalem 

from exile in Babylon. But God still had a greater and deeper fulfilment in mind. The 

threat of sin and death was still present in this world. 
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So, we see another fulfilment of Isaiah's words as Jesus gathers his disciples for the 

Last Supper. He is about to defeat death by his own death and resurrection. The tears 

shed at his crucifixion are to be replaced with rejoicing on the third day as he appears 

to his disciples, alive and well. And yet we know there is still more to come. Jesus will 

return and usher in the day of judgment when all the enemies of God's people will 

finally be destroyed. Death has no power over us now, and yet we still die. But the 

day will come when those who are in Christ Jesus will die no more. 

So, we live in this middle ground of rejoicing over what God has done for us while 

waiting patiently for his future good gifts. Every day we get to rejoice in the good 

things we have received from God. 'Rejoice in the Lord always', St Paul says in 

Philippians chapter four. Because there is always reason for us to rejoice. God has 

blessed us in so many ways. We know this, and yet it doesn't seem to take much for 

us to forget it. One little test of our patience, and we can act as if God never delivers, 

never fulfils his promises, never cares for his people. We know that's not true, but we 

so easily fall into that sort of thinking. 

St Paul's words encourage us too. "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." 

When something tests our patience, the godly response is to trust in God, to bring it 

to him in prayer, and to rejoice. Rejoice in all that has indeed done for us. Rejoice in 

the simple fact that we can bring our prayers, our petitions, our requests, and our 

thanksgivings to God our Father. He is our God. He has saved us. We can trust in him. 

We can rejoice in all that he has done, in all that he is doing, and in all that he will do. 

God has always been faithful to his people. There really is no reason for us to think 

that that has changed. We certainly can join the people of Israel in Isaiah chapter 25, 

and say, "Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect 

faithfulness you have done wonderful things." We too can say, "You have been a 

refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from the storm 

and a shade from the heat." We can join with King David in the words of the twenty-

third Psalm, "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want." 

As we face things in life that might cause us to struggle or to doubt, we simply need 

remember that God has always been faithful. In every moment there is always a 

reason we can find that would cause us to rejoice in God's provision in our lives. We 

might have to look back a little bit, maybe even beyond our own generation. But we 

know that God is faithful and just, that God does provide for his people, and that there 

is always reason to rejoice. And in this way, God gives us hope. And this hope sustains 

us through whatever our present struggles may be. And again, because of this hope, 

we can rejoice. 
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So today, may you be reminded of God's faithfulness. May any struggles you face be 

brought to God in prayer, knowing that he does listen. And may you find many reasons 

to rejoice in God's love and mercy towards you, even if it's only in the saving work of 

Jesus Christ who has defeated sin and death for you. Amen. 

May God's peace, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

safe in the risen Lord Jesus. Amen. 


